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Ballet Hispánico’s Eduardo Vilaro  
in Conversation with Randy Cohen 

 
Person Place Thing Podcast Live Recording 
Featuring Music Performed by Ahmed Alom 

Wednesday, March 27, 2024 at 6pm 
 
Join host of Person Place Thing Randy Cohen for a candid conversation with Eduardo Vi-
laro, Artistic Director & CEO of Ballet Hispánico about a person, a place, and a thing they 
find meaningful. The evening will also feature music performed by Ahmed Alom. The episode 
will be recorded live on Wednesday, March 27, 2024 at 6pm at Ballet Hispánico’s home at 167 
W. 89th Street, NYC. Limited seats available, advance RSVP requested at 
https://lnkd.in/ep6B9tfi. For more information, please contact macuna@ballethispanico.org. 
 
About Person Place Thing 
Person Place Thing is produced with the Marlene Meyerson JCC Manhattan and distributed by 
WAMC Northeast Public Radio.  An interview show, it is based on this idea: people are particu-
larly engaging when they speak not directly about themselves but about something they care 
about. Guests talk about one person, one place, and one thing that are important to them. The 
result?  Surprising stories from great talkers. 
 
About Randy Cohen 
Randy Cohen’s first professional work was writing humor pieces, essays and stories for news-
papers and magazines (The New Yorker, Harpers, the Atlantic, Young Love Comics). His first 
television work was writing for Late Night with David Letterman for which he won three Emmy 
awards. His fourth Emmy was for his work on Michael Moore’s TV Nation. He received a fifth 
Emmy as a result of a clerical error, and he kept it. For twelve years he wrote “The Ethicist,” a 
weekly column for the The New York Times Magazine. Currently he is the host of Person 
Place Thing, a public radio program.  
 
About Eduardo Vilaro 
Eduardo Vilaro is the Artistic Director & CEO of Ballet Hispánico (BH). He was named BH's Ar-
tistic Director in 2009, becoming only the second person to head the company since its found-
ing in 1970, and in 2015 was also named Chief Executive Officer. Mr. Vilaro has infused Ballet 
Hispánico’s legacy with a bold brand of contemporary dance that reflects America’s changing 
cultural landscape. 
 

mailto:michelle@michelletabnickpr.com
https://lnkd.in/ep6B9tfi
mailto:macuna@ballethispanico.org


 

2 

Mr. Vilaro’s philosophy of dance stems from a basic belief in the power of the arts to change 
lives, reflect and impact culture, and strengthen community. He considers dance to be a liber-
ating, non-verbal language through which students, dancers, and audiences of all walks of life 
and diverse backgrounds, can initiate ongoing conversations about the arts, expression, iden-
tity, and the meaning of community. 
 
Born in Cuba and raised in New York from the age of six, Mr. Vilaro’s own choreography is de-
voted to capturing the Latin American experience in its totality and diversity, and through its in-
tersectionality with other diasporas. His works are catalysts for new dialogues about what it 
means to be an American. He has created more than 40 ballets with commissions that include 
the Ravinia Festival, the Chicago Sinfonietta, the Grant Park Festival, the Lexington Ballet and 
the Chicago Symphony. 
 
A Ballet Hispánico dancer and educator from 1988 to 1996, he left New York, earned a mas-
ter’s in interdisciplinary arts at Columbia College Chicago and then embarked on his own act of 
advocacy with a ten-year record of achievement as Founder and Artistic Director of Luna 
Negra Dance Theater in Chicago. 
 
The recipient of numerous awards and accolades, Mr. Vilaro received the Ruth Page Award for 
choreography in 2001; was inducted into the Bronx Walk of Fame in 2016; and was 
awarded HOMBRE Magazine’s 2017 Arts & Culture Trailblazer of the Year. In 2019, he re-
ceived the West Side Spirit’s WESTY Award, was honored by WNET for his contributions to 
the arts and was the recipient of the James W. Dodge Foreign Language Advocate Award. In 
August 2020, City & State Magazine included Mr. Vilaro in the inaugural Power of Diversity: 
Latin 100 list. In January 2021, Mr. Vilaro was recognized with a Compassionate Leaders 
Award, given to leaders who are courageous, contemplative, collaborative, and care about the 
world they will leave behind. In May 2022, he was honored to serve as a Grand Marshall of 
2022 Dance Parade. Mr. Vilaro is a well-respected speaker on such topics as diversity, equity, 
and inclusion in the arts, as well as on the merits of the intersectionality of cultures and the im-
portance of nurturing and building Latinx leaders. 
 
About Ballet Hispánico 
Ballet Hispánico is the largest Latinx/Latine/Hispanic cultural organization in the United States 
and one of America's Cultural Treasures. Ballet Hispánico's three main programs, the Com-
pany, School of Dance, and Community Arts Partnerships bring communities together to cele-
brate the multifaceted Hispanic diasporas. Ballet Hispánico's New York City headquarters pro-
vide the physical home and cultural heart for Latinx dance in the United States. It is a space 
that initiates new inclusive cultural conversations and explores the intersectionality of Latine 
cultures. The Ballet Hispánico mission opens a platform for new social dialogue, and nurtures 
and sees a community in its fullness. Through its exemplary artistry, distinguished training pro-
gram, and deep-rooted community engagement, Ballet Hispánico champions and amplifies 
Latine voices in the field. For over fifty years Ballet Hispánico has provided a place of honor for 
the omitted, overlooked, and othered. As it looks to the future, Ballet Hispánico is pushing the 
culture forward on issues of dance and Latine creative expression. For more information, visit 
ballethispanico.org. Follow Ballet Hispánico on Facebook, Instagram and TikTok. 
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