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Review: BALLET HISPÁNICO at New York City Center
Ballet Hispánico uplifts and celebrates Latine voices and artists. The Company takes the City Center stage June 1-3, 2023, with a program of

incredible dance, beginning with an opening night performance and Gala paying tribute to the Miranda Family.

By: Miranda Stuck Jun. 02, 2023

Ballet Hispánico’s opening gala performance at the acclaimed New York City Center is more than a presentation of four works; it is a celebration
of music, dance, and Founder Tina Ramirez’s impactful legacy. The special night included a mix of works ranging from hard-hitting contemporary
ballet to sensual, intoxicating Cuban dance fusion. Ballet Hispánico’s mission for inclusivity and diversity is driven by the continuation of Ramirez’s
love for dance and an overarching dedication towards representation of Latine art and creation. “When I was in school, no dance history class
included Latine artists,” says Artistic Director Eduardo Vilaro. “This is how we make change. We make art.”

 

Opening the program is William Forsythe’s New Sleep (Duet) staged by Noah Gelber, featuring dancers Fatima Andere and Antonio Cangiano.
The work originally premiered at the War Memorial Opera House in 1987 with San Francisco Ballet and is a classically “Forsythe” style work with
hard-hitting lines, swift traveling, and undeniable magnetic connection. The beginning of New Sleep (Duet) feels like a blastoff as Thom Willem’s
musical creation launches with one man’s voice: “Warning: three, two, one.” Clean and crisp, Andere and Cangiano whist onto the stage in black
tights and simply cut costumes. The stage is bare, leaving no distraction other than to enjoy Forsythe’s forceful dance-making. The dancers
repeatedly break and reform connection to Willem’s electronic soundboard with trenchant bass. Andere pushes her hamstrings to the limits with
whacking extensions while Cangiano powerfully executes unique turning sequences, maintaining strength and reliance during intricate
partnering moments. New Sleep (Duet) is an explosive, athletic marathon to remember.

REGISTER SIGN IN

EXPLORE REGIONS

DANCE REGIONS NEWS SHOWS INDUSTRY CHAT JOBS STUDENTS SHOP GAMES STAGE MAG

Start
1. Click on "Start"
2. Activate your account
3. Access your content

Movies, Music,
Games, Audiobooks

Find it on all-in-1 digitalcontent

x

https://www.broadwayworld.com/author/Miranda-Stuck
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.broadwayworld.com/bwwdance/article/Review-BALLET-HISPNICO-at-New-York-City-Center-20230602
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Review%3A+BALLET+HISP%C3%81NICO+at+New+York+City+Center+&url=https://www.broadwayworld.com/bwwdance/article/Review-BALLET-HISPNICO-at-New-York-City-Center-20230602
mailto:?subject=Review:%20BALLET%20HISP%C3%81NICO%20at%20New%20York%20City%20Center%20&body=https://www.broadwayworld.com/bwwdance/article/Review-BALLET-HISPNICO-at-New-York-City-Center-20230602
https://www.broadwayworld.com/bookmarks/?article_id=2245964
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstr650chFcy0uCXZkaqyQ4cymy-yFi0mMTuAVXTzYyFEoUJOC_cDbw1Aq_CyvXvWZ7xhm9zH8OX9d0zCTm6gyMYzTDKIz5aepRu28VQrxNHZJJrQ5cHXhfzGDMh2Tg2lGYJFK42DY8Ug_vO59DqS5U-WwfJXHt04YZIRREz7FFbSDnWg_E-sICnjNrcmOo0GfL-pfBk6cRCKWYjsaW2iQQjJ4Cv04XK3GTT-f4k39QzilMj5I9hAl-CshhaOu-rBp5RiDCVk3WbFh_jrlsjTI63C47_mimGtSOgtN3c3BDRcGNn8zpNhAgTCd8IKHQzF7A1ZW8bMeSpoJ5b3qqNqPNoUaBG3W6MOD-DBTo4FWSL6Ex9dFOATLPZjyIaUrj5-iljuXJ-JrEhCfhcSh5_-aD4q8E8qCERLVC28dlYIDb4Zits-ok5-Gu-CNgPQA5FKacxtlAsTsoQJ0jnpW6_fLx6QQ0NArwBgINbchyhbMyt6O-y26nzHGTejRcGQS_6k92BOrHSI2xgm3aIi4IxfVq5i_6b93eWv3n3Y_ikEezEhjZL8AOYhQxofbyCZcXcIpwKDo0OsIh2Bd1nUxUcn4PbY_DMtqnocdBhvsYQFRTcMslQk8Qipx5_1rUw8dotuM5BEdDMUZPAh-4GIa57nxgB1vbVdj-C5rHA7kN-4AjU_Uipxx6aTjQyPRl_EBUzvOofEZD2tj_lN7Ffj3K6A9iwUpxgQB9yS0zRKbO5xriOTdkE7AOS733Zo5vb-H1um8AAxQvFLOwSb4GL5XDrcoJWBn4XEWto1mQxbUXdaVfLsBTTkcG3lN8xDGMEUIEVB7pQcMwTnb0Jzp6sNY_54emMiciZdgvpUQMnS-dW3ZE3rar7y__8_s83HHNrUICBPCbWyz_pcMWiHpabcCWJbNq-XcwBF3WBXddTzOzaMyPXpFrsq7-_XN4ZSce4pciccKfOoILufShi8D3GDrGzFgRe9hHtBYu3Tg5Gr4qbbUb1-REnIh_UI2ErLvnw4xdxGni-kguUnmvE-mYykmVMpXEeLPub2Vs0PpDuoBS7SLud0MmbXUlQExJcVZYkX_KiGvufmc4E_kXrsvidsv-PkSJH5ZC0Y8L9O8ms7ZN7TUouKYs5bo8Fzpwa5uEBp6C62EwopXpqBerr9Q8HqLEyPMHzF4saMHKs2wpYpwdkKoiw07xtzaN2uclQOWkuhmYLhlauLSJktFUMnmJk0XPUay5HgnDWu-97nuFdP7jde9DtvyxAR3iyMD8tdVaqeE-HTm8sCI-Fwdavh0LfhXmJZ19a_mEvMxDWRLGZHqnZUFuGFjQzKVU&sai=AMfl-YQk6re1vLr0n0tpnn1ZqIsjqrbSVB0GiU0uZA0prsJZ2x9y06MIXqKLiPbet1hPXg0yEKaTlBVH-QdnmE0Afd84vYupNe9KTZPUJiGoc3yhipHudcwit-i6A2tRlLm_d7JHcpKyDmTcwECCtnWMThicO1as_HQuCIHacjCVYI1fICJ-U4NJnUj0fJOwVqVc140-KhoMq72itJXgXhRgA3ZM5dB2a6iXjEYaPv6VVE01NKYrLhlq7jhcvVggPFQJqVnszHG2lcnzGYZTzBng8pTg3q0AORKqF0iW-p2flYLV04tTBk9e&sig=Cg0ArKJSzGKZiGLc4DOI&cry=1&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.shipmentsfree.com/slander/shipping/1%3Fl%3Dsfland4%26sid%3Dsfdbm_18314460928%26website%3Dhttps://www.broadwayworld.com/bwwdance/article/Review-BALLET-HISPNICO-at-New-York-City-Center-20230602%26dclid%3D%25edclid!%26o%3Dshcbtnz%26ap%3Dtrue%26pap%3D1
https://stagemag.broadwayworld.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvsDzRB6Viy_n2UZjdbaO1uBnCfZRPzpNLhO8XvqGba4NrfbpK4qoOPoxmb-hE2YUQ3jMqt0OwMJ3QO3X1nasjuinWs6vIqnLz0Y3GtgmCUKZyaSbgGK51ZBAEL8iPYD6F6s_R_wOGmY3RTdWMU_qWn0v94Vp59PFZX7NeYBa4CUjGUokrD79rrpiYcJSPdSJ85bllLRLv2r1TKf7YVkzn80BOWU2iCOHmAaPlsUEKKc5qMm5YNdLFwPu81ZgUHqW87iA37MpycSMCjE_rfea97xXlWWPxHYxGvXOAsHYcwo41SbBOQ7FexIiqa9Kq_Us4OFR0_VudMwtby-SYi0Q_aWULu3pofc8ogNrSGFpI06z3NmqAybKPJMmwRGvzwSz5qq6iZyU-S8ZQ942zZ4sJnEw5UBSYhpS-L86Ib8mNlbYlV0E51vmFZHA3MYDMyJXEeYCvRoLu92hYiErnkxpvAYTdNQ_W1gIK-QNvipaqlrsPiqY6NIVn0vPlxb0yCjbCnAsj5QUX8irnUMRI6fQhK8f6xUskW-n7K0kr5Lr3aeHrHX9m9N1sknCTFMe4iN4kFKEdPvlYC3B8h5V-t_u5DBbFK_MmVcRgYirp4FfOMEjtQe3dBrWqkBRx5CFnaoHqx3tPbpWDIOeVW_eSvYBLfsH37U39xerhmA1inRxq1j5U2WCpq64-Ls9hUMWfapEnjMoh3N0lveXlY6LsvK3OMJuBmGxHImxMjlAPjochC2Y9QSBERaZBvFiyFo7XILQxbCSS7gxgt1L8lcoR0EPJhhX06xR8lN6FNDWrrV0ghhsTTu48czzq_jbAnkCf8OMUIk69qemTWfN2i6H_NeNyqjzZ9tPr4TcmbXbaG4y1m9TjEMTj6alOufRsvd20Gnra7n3VGg5o3Wk72dBnF1VM4KvGhoLiUZACZyImKNKynw9I5iywrZqXhV4WDzXWB_yUSVgFHxoJbQxebpY9yTX3J32acsYpZCULmm9NlSRMV8ugR-5SfWQhuNTkq_3BKD-THNxWYtF35uEfQ2uWLQQi2CUeW1DB2fQHnA3fftHn6TJ2Ioal4ftb0WbuzmGkmjveSDwQcBzBcHaGb3ocPdXVjUnCOG5jWeWkXV2R_L-eQSbmm-UNRv4KoPNcbkZ9ynKMyEz7NZGTXM2joDiitNCqTvJwESLlH2SePf7p_3KYfgjc_AnFhCnLVaDcbRyjAcJGnKyv1rGUYA45wAGIbKyQrgFy5vGdnB_3F7VX8NNBrGf4w7NNXHN6USGhZUHiZkWLV1UuRTqIn&sai=AMfl-YR0rjjau6CmABvaU1hv4gZbr0cr5MCIDIhoH3U9CyiWvnRjq5uBVfhEzxbLm2VPD8GBoxP1JyoxzLoP42lHyPhO-DUZjqDhxojF0qZAHd_XpdCfv-AV_th4_alp1XvqXWETtEqEp2cxx8O3i1h6-SXRYM_cWsfQVxhYGTYwr1aZRzdt3SMd-IEgl6nMDzlEg0LvfRTUDedZjfuyTu1ryMizFrVOY7cN6aueeFlz41P-I4-Tr2oacY8wdDLVP8mLRusyb09HOrcMKBdkFEwpRWToxaXMGipYXNvt6JqbwzBUD9z5OGW0wuD3gKKsEPbKG0CWxA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCon_s8T-9V6EAE&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&urlfix=1&rm_eid=7957428&adurl=https://all-in1-digitalcontent.net/US/1953848620?trackid=2015702223


7/5/23, 12:26 PM Review: BALLET HISPÁNICO at New York City Center

https://www.broadwayworld.com/bwwdance/article/Review-BALLET-HISPNICO-at-New-York-City-Center-20230602 2/9

Alone onstage in lengthy red fabric stands Amanda del Valle, beginning an excerpt of Línea Recta choreographed by Annabelle Lopez Ochoa,
which premiered 2016 at the Apollo Theater. Facing upstage in a circle of light, guitar strums by musician Eric Vaarzon Morel as Valle’s back and
shoulders express vulnerable femininity through wisping flamenco movements. Four male dancers surround her, and infectious energy rises.
Valle dances with Omar Rivéra in a romantic, playful duet with the perfect balance of flirtatiousness and charisma. She plays between partners,
floating over the stage as she’s lifted. All five dancers embrace Ochoa’s quick movements with flicks of energy and fire from their joints.
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When the curtain rises for Sor Juana choreographed by Mexican American choreographer Michelle Manzanales, the audience audibly gasps.
Gabrielle Sprauve stands downstage in front of a pile of fallen dancers, each with their heads tilted on the floor. Amber fog creepily clouds
downstage as fluttering, dim lights flash over the scene. Sprauve appears fearful and wide-eyed, eventually turning upstage to walk over the
dancers. “…Manzales explores the life and legacy of the iconic 17th-century Mexican feminist, poet, scholar, and nun, Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz,”
states the program. “Sor Juana’s life and integral voice in the feminist movement continue to inspire the world.” Jojo A. Franjoine’s lighting design
emulates a mysterious world, with intriguing orange, white, and magenta tones. The dancers appear as Renaissance dolls in elegant, regal
dresses and diamonds. Interchanging unison and breakouts showcase Manzanales’s unique style that is seamless, picturesque, and eerie.
Sprauve performs multiple solos showcasing her beautiful technique mixed with dramaturg Kiri Avelar’s influence of unique gestures and shapes.
Sor Juana deliberately showcases Manzanales’s talent as much as the dancer’s superb movement quality, and is whole-heartedly an evening
showstopper.

Ending the gala program is an atmospheric dance celebration titled Club Havana created by Pedro Ruiz which was originally performed at The
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Joyce Theater in 2000. Danced by the entire company, every artist brings their uniqueness to the stage with attitude, sensuality, and Cuban flare.

Filled with cigar puffing, flicks of disco ball lights, and rhythm, Club Havana emulates the true ambience of a night out dancing. Expressive and
moody yet playfully romantic, couples flirt, fight, and drag each other across the stage. After a slower adagio sequence of lifting, the indigo
disco-lit stage turns flashing red. All dancers are outlined silhouette shapes until horns start playing a quickening tempo. Hips, salsa, and
spinning, the entire company celebrates the love of dance. As bursts of confetti float down the stage to music and cheering. Club Havana is the
type of piece which tempts the audience to get up on their feet and start dancing.

“The works in this program are a continuation of my vision to give place and voice to Latine choreographers,” states Vilaro in the program. As the
nation’s largest Latine cultural organization, Ballet Hispánico is a source of joy and hope to multiple peoples, including performing arts, Latine,
and LGBTQA+ communities, to name a few. Vilaro leads the company with an unapologetic dedication towards inclusion and representation,
which is felt among the strength and artistry every dancer brings to the stage.

 

For more information and tickets, visit: Click Here

 

Artistic Director & CEO: Eduardo Vilaro

Founder: Tina Ramirez

Artistic Associate & Rehearsal Director: Johan Rivera

The Company: Fatima Andere, Leonardo Brito, Amir Baldwin, Antonio Cangiano, Ana Estrada, Amanda del Valle, Paulo Hernandez-Farella, Cori
Lewis, Dylan Dias McIntyre, Hugo Pizano Orozco, Omar Rivéra, Isabel Robles, Gabrielle Sprauve, Isabella Vergara

Photo Credit: Erin Baiano
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